CHAPTER XVI
The Fall of Qrawda
AMONG the tragic events of Islamic history there
is none which is more dreadful, more sorrow-
ful and more inciting to tears than the fall of
Granada, the seat of Andalusia. In this pathetic page
there are wonderful scenes of heroism, of sanctifying
liberty and national pride, and the most sublime
efforts to defend the fatherland; there are astounding
scenes of tyranny, martyrdom and sacrifice for the
defence of home and religion. It is the story of an old
noble people which, for centuries, raised the edifice of
its greatness and civilization in those valleys and
remained for long ages the master of the peninsula,
moving through it with pride and confidence; and then
one day it finds itself weak before the enemy, loses its
flourishing seats one after the. other and is rendered to
a tragic remnant, taking refuge within the walls of
Granada, the last Muslim stronghold,
In this lies the dreadfulness of the tragedy:
Granada, which remained for ages the mistress of
Andalusia, looking from its Alhambra over the destinies
of a great and powerful nation, and throwing from
its universities and schools the lights of science and
arts on the peninsula and southern Europe, and being
the seat of a Muslim-power, finds itself in the year
1491, lonely, deprived from all succour, surrounded by
Christian forces, thirsty for its liberties and coveting
its Alhambra. She had thus to sustain the last strug-
gle and to behold the downfall of Islam in Spain; and
was doomed to be the grave of Andalusia, its flourishing